
CONSUMER KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS 
MICROALGAE AS FOOD: THE CASE OF SPAIN

Currently we do not know the perception of microalgae in the Spanish
population. This information can be very useful and would allow us to
establish market strategies to be able to include microalgae in different
foods.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

INTRODUCTION

CONCLUSIONS

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Spanish consumers’ knowledge and attitudes towards microalgae as food were assessed
using a specific questionnaire a total of 3,084 Spanish consumers over 18 years old were
considered in the current study.

The questionnaire, composed by 36 close-ended questions, revealed that there is a huge
lack of knowledge on basic aspects of microalgae, especially within the youngest
respondents (18-24 years old) and for those aged over 65 years old (p<0.001).

Have you ever heard 

about microalgae?

Do you know what they 

are?

Do you know how they are 

produced?

Have you heard about 

Spirulina or Chlorella?

If you have, did you know that 

Spirulina and Chlorella are 

microalgae?

Do you know the health 

benefits of consuming 

microalgae?

Have you ever eaten 

microalgae or a microalgae-

derived ingredient?

What extra price would you pay for a 

microalgae-containing product


